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C HILLY breezes of September even-ings call for a scarf heavier than 
one of painted chiffon. We hate to 
lay aside these airy reminders of sum-
mer nights with their moon sheen and 
star light, but it is not so hard if we take 
up in their places hand loomed scarfs. 
Made of finest ali wool yarn, they give 
both warmth and comfort, yet are not 
heavy enough to feel oppressive. Woven 
by hand as they are, they bring a good 
price in exclusive shops. Woven at home 
on a loom purchased at a reasonable 
price, they come within the reach of all. 
The loom used is merely a commercial-
ized form of the old primitive hand loom, 
such as is used by the Indian rug weav-
ers of today. The loom is made of wood, 
usually pine, arid is of a size that can be 
used -conveniently by holding one end on 
your lap and propping the other on a 
nearby chair. 
The weaving itself is very simple be-
cause the mechanism of the loom is so 
simple. A middle frame, like a comb, 
holds the warp threads and raises and 
lowers them as a shuttle holding the 
woof threads is passed back and forth. 
The product grows amazingly, depending 
of course on the yarn used. A scarf made 
of medium weight yarn can be completed 
in two or three hours. 
And the patterns and colors! Your 
eye for color can run riot here and wreak 
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havoc or produce a beautiful scarf with 
a pleasing and harmonious color scheme. 
Checks, stripes or gay Scotch plaids may 
be woven into your scarfs with a skillful 
shuttle. Borders are easily put in by in-
troducing different colored warp threads 
when they are set up on the loom and are 
woven in without changing the color on 
the shuttle. Checks and plaids necessi-
tate several shuttles, each carrying a 
different color, but the resulting scarf 
is so much more attractive that the work 
of changing shuttles is only a pleasure. 
It is good to think that you are creating 
something with your own fingers accord-
ing to your own plan. 
Of finest Saxony in a pale pink and 
bordered with white was woven a soft 
blanket for baby's bed. Heavier yarn 
will make an attractive carriage robe. 
Angora yarn when hand loomed disguises 
the weave and makes a blanket that looks 
like a fluff of swansdown. 
A regulation loom is either eighteen 
or twenty-four inches wide. I know a 
woman who has a loom that is thirty-six 
inches wide and on which she makes 
everything from draperies to dresses. 
The living room in her lovely new home 
of English architecture has at its windows 
hand loomed curtains of a soft biege bor-
dered and striped in orange and blue to 
match the blue velvet rug and the orange 
lamp shades. These curtains are woven 
rather loosely from a fine soft yarn and 
have much the appearance of a fine piece 
of theatrical gauze. The gay stripes lift 
them out of this category and make them 
unusual and attractive drapes. 
The mistress of this lovely home was 
weaving curtains for her small son's play 
room. Th~y were of a soft gray, a shade 
darker than the tint of the walls and 
were gay with Scotch plaid borders of 
red and green. I knew that the little tot 
would love 'to play in the room where they 
were hung. 
She admitted that the masterpiece of 
her loom was a hand loomed sport frock. 
Any girJ who saw it w-ould go into ec-
stasies at once. It was woven of a .soft 
yarn in a lovely heather shade and was 
banded with a soft blue at the neck, at 
the bottom of the long, straight sleeves 
and the hem. The dress itself was simple 
because it had to be woven perfectly 
straight on the loom, but the beauty of 
the fine weave and the colors made it 
especially suitable to the blonde loveli-
ness of the weaver. With it she wore a 
sport coat of blue kasha and a crushed 
felt hat of the heather shade. It was a 
lovely ensemble. 
When the possibilities of hand looming 
are once opened you will find them end-
less. It is a pleasing and fascinating 
occupation and for an ambitious person 
can easily become most lucrative. 
Autumn Days---Children's Clothes 
A. S THE autumn days approach, the busy housewife turris her thoughts 
to school and the wardrobe of her 
little ooy or girl. There are so many dif-
ferent styles, patterns and colors for the 
smal! child this fall that it is a difficult 
matter to decide just what fo select. It 
is not too early to begin this wardrobe, 
as t he details can then be carried out 
during the long afternoons when it is 
really too hot to do any other work. 
Every little child has a personality and 
the success of the costume depends upon 
the suitability of the costume to the 
wearer. The old idea that pink or blue 
looks attractive on all children has disap-
peared and instead of these two tradi-
. tiona! colors we have scores of others 
whose attractiveness depends entirely up-
on their suitability to the individual. 
Color is a good method of covering up de-
fects and accentuating attractive feat-
ures. 
The mother of the fair complexioned, 
golden haired, blue-eyed child has a wide 
range of colors to select from, as most 
colors are becoming. The mother of the 
olive skinned, brown haired and brown-
eyed child has a more difficult problem, 
but she may be pretty sure that she may 
select from the creams, yellows, oranges, 
browns and red-violets. The mother of 
t he auburn haired, clear complexioned 
and brown-eyed child generally has to 
confine her selections to the browns, dull 
oranges, greens and green-blues. The 
correct hue can best be determined by 
holding a ptece of the material up to the 
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face and noticing its effect upon the child 
and his or her personality. This is of 
special value in the case of figured pat-
terns, as the size and suitability of the 
pattern can be noticed as well as color. 
The unusual and distinctive dress is 
what we strive for. We are tired of the 
common and mediocre dress. The one 
thing which makes a child's costume in-
dividual is the detail. Every garment of 
good taste has one center of interest and 
everything else is subordinated to that 
one interest. The fastening of the child's 
dress is one of the best places. to get in-
terest. Little pieces of yarn can be used 
to good advantage in working out inter-
esting details. Unusual colors of yarn 
can be worked together in embroidered 
motifs. There are realms of different de-
signs wn1ch can be carried out in em-
broidery. These ideas are found every 
place if we only look for them and try to 
work them out. Conventional designs are 
generally more attractive than any other 
kind. Bias tape can be purchased in a 
variety of colors. It can be used in com-
bination with ric-racs, narrow braids or 
in combination with other colors. Fagot-
ting between rows of tape lends itself to 
detail as well as color. Cross stitching 
is very effective on checked material. 
Care· should be taken not to overdo the 
pattern. Buttons and loops in the same 
colors or harmonizing colors work out 
well on simple dresses of crepe. Cro-
cheted buttons are valuable because they 
launder well and are very attractive. A 
few stitches of yarn at the top or base 
of the button may be used in carrying 
out a given color scheme in a garment. 
We should take special precaution not 
to overdo a child's costume. It should 
be simple, suitable and attractive. A 
child overdressed is liable to become 
snobbish and effected. The child who is 
oddly or peculiarly dressed may be sensi-
tive about clothing. The child should be 
neatly and sensibly dressed to retain his 
self respect. 
The child is naturally active and should 
not be hampered by clothing. The mate-
rials should be inexpensive so that a few 
rips or tears do not mean a large sacri-
fice of money. The garments should be 
of materials which are easily laundered 
and look well afterward. The crepes, 
wash ginghams, prints and inexpensive 
materials are among the best for general 
wear. Some children do not look well in 
these .materials, especially if they are 
quite frail. The mother then has to re-
sort to the finer tissue ginghams, dainty 
voiles and dimities. 
Every child is an individual problem 
for the mother to solve. As the school 
bell sounds this fall we hope to see the 
small child clad in more distinctive 
clothes than ever before. 
The Home Economics Vocational Edu-
cation department has three former Iowa 
State College graduates as members of 
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